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         We wish to extend our thanks and appreciation to everyone who has been work-

ing with us and supporting us in the responsibilities we have accepted as your Chap-

ter Directors. We especially want to thank our core team who met with us in a work-

ing chapter planning meeting for about 4 hours on January 15
th

. As we continue to 

work for you, we look forward to serving you, the Members of GWRRA, as this is our 

primary responsibility. Without your help and encouragement we could not accom-

plish the goals of our Association and meet your expectations for FUN, safety, and 

knowledge, and lots of opportunities to fellowship and RIDE! 

        We have instituted some changes, like the look of this newsletter. Other 

changes are not so obvious, but are needed to make the Chapter function in a more 

efficient way. In the months to come, other changes will be implemented and we will 

work, with your help, to make our Chapter the best it can be. If you have suggestions 

for things you would like to see and do, we encourage you to let us know. After all, 

this is YOUR Chapter, not ours. It is your responsibility to let us know how we can 

make your experience in GWRRA the best it can be. 

         This month we want to begin an education process for you, our Chapter Partici-

pants. Remember, we call you Chapter Participants not Chapter Members. Your Mem-

bership is with GWRRA, not Chapter Y2. All Members in GWRRA are Members of the 

Association and they can choose which Chapter to participate with. Some Members 

choose to participate with more than one Chapter. However, every Member is listed 

with a particular Chapter and this is usually done by zip code. Our Chapter Member-

ship Enhancement Coordinators, Linda and Frank Hojnacki, are given the responsi-

bility to keep up with those Members who have been listed in Chapter Y2. We have a 

complete list which is called the ARL (Area Report List) and we receive monthly up-

dates about your Membership. If you have any questions about this, please talk with 

Linda or us, your Chapter Directors. 

          We have a lot of activities coming up, especially as the riding season begins 

this month. We have two groups leaving for the 32
nd

 annual Florida District Gathering 

of the Wings – the GWRRA Florida District Rally/Convention in Kissimmee Florida. 

The first group is leaving on Wednesday, March 16
th

 and the other group leaves on 

Thursday, March 17
th

. Contact Ralph Vernon, Ride Coordinator, if you need details.  

                                                                                                             (continued next page) 
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  Both groups will return together on Sunday, March 20
th

. The theme is “Old Time Rendezvous,” and there 

will be lots of activities and vendors, not to mention the Florida sunshine and warmer temps. They will also 

have a Gold Wing Raffle: GRAND PRIZE: New 1800 Gold Wing; 2nd PRIZE: $1,000 Cash; 3rd PRIZE: $500 

Cash. 

             Our Open House/Poker Run is scheduled for Saturday, March 26 at Iron Horse Motorcycles in Mon-

roe. We need everyone who can to participate with us as this is the primary fund raiser for the Chapter. 

This event will be a lot of FUN, fellowship, and an opportunity to get to know other motorcyclists in the 

Monroe area. Please plan to give us a hand, even if only for a few hours, as this event is an opportunity to 

make ourselves better known in the community. This event will take the place of our April Chapter gather-

ing so come and have some FUN! 

    We look forward to the rest of 2011 and there are a lot of things to come. We are planning to go to 

the GWRRA SC District Rally on the weekend of April 28-30. Our GWRRA International Convention, Wing 

Ding, is in July in Knoxville, Tennessee this year and we are planning to go as a group. More details about 

these events as well as rides and FUN coming in the next few months. And don’t forget our own GWRRA 

North Carolina District Rally/Convention – Wings Over the Smokies - in September. 

 To close, the amount of FUN you have is tied to your participation. Come and join us and you will 

be surprised what you are missing. And we guarantee you some laughter, motorcycle riding, and friends 

for life. 

Ride Safe, 

David & Kathy 
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 When you were a child did you play hide and seek or play the invisible boy/girl? The outlook of a 

child is quite different than that of an adult. Lets play a game again. We can play invisible. Now, add riding 

your motorcycle to our invisible game and thoughts of “how can I SURVIVE?” should be running through 

your head. As an invisible rider other motorists may do things such as turn in front of you, change lanes, 

violate your right of way space, etc                               

 

 

 

          

 

     

  

  We may follow the 3 second rule, give signals well in advance of turns and lane changes, etc., etc., 
etc.  No matter how well you ride, as an invisible entity, you will only get dead quick! No matter what you 

do, no one can see you or your invisible signals. 

 What we need to do as riders of visible motorcycles is to: 

leave the extra space between vehicles 
 

give your signals well in advance of any turns 
 

do not make stops without more than adequate notice 
 

wear clothing that increases your visibility to drivers (jackets or pants with protective inserts and 
also light in color, and also gloves) 

 

the correct helmet for you 
 

good riding boots-waterproof and comfortable 

 Remember those who care about you want you to come home alive and well. So, think about what 

you wear, and how you ride. 

Have fun and live to ride another day. 

Jerry & Leslie Coates 

Chapter Educators 
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From Wing World Magazine March 2011 
 

BEST WESTERN INTERNATIONAL OFFERS MOTORCYCLE TRAVELERS MORE THAN 1,200 
BIKER-FRIENDLY® HOTEL OPTIONS WITHIN THE U.S. AND CANADA IN 2011 
 
Best Western International recently announced its collection of rider-friendly properties has grown to 
more than 1,200 hotel locations throughout North America as part of the hotel chain’s multiyear agree-
ment with Harley-Davidson. These rider-friendly hotels, searchable on www.bwrider.com, offer motorcy-
cle travelers and enthusiasts a host of amenities important to them, including complimentary wipe-down 
towels, access to a cleaning station at the property, and, oftentimes, extra benefits such as reserved 
parking spaces, bottled water, and lip balm. “Best Western offers a hotel stay for every type of traveler, 
and we’re proud to serve as the largest families of hotels to welcome those traveling on two wheels and 
ensure their unique needs are met consistently,” says Dorothy Dowling, senior vice president of Market-
ing and Sales for Best Western International. 

These yard signs are available again for purchase. They cost $5.00 
each, which includes the printing on both sides and a wire stand. 

Shipping costs are extra.  They measure 24” wide by 18” high.  
TO ORDER, CONTACT: 

ED AND MARY ANN GRAZIER 
edgrazier@comcast.net 
or call: 1-615-459-4499 

 These signs help the public to be more aware of motorcyclists. 
They also help your compliance with our 501 C-4 status. Support 

our Motorist Awareness Division. 
Place your order soon to have them in time throughout the riding season! 

From January 2011 NC District Newsletter 
Jim & Gail Simpson - District Recruiting & Retention Coordinators 
 

It is the time of the year when most of us tend to reflect upon what had transpired during the past year and to 
anticipate events that we will strive to make happen in the upcoming year. This activity provides us an ability 
to relate to the past while focusing on the future. 
 
During the past three months the NC District Teams (both outgoing and incoming) have successfully transi-
tioned, and are busily preparing for 2011 and beyond. In many Chapters individuals have also stepped up and 
will provide guidance and leadership to their Members. To all of the new Chapter Team 
Members we extend a heartfelt “Welcome Aboard” and a promise to support your efforts to make your Chap-
ter activities fun.  
 
In the R&R arena during the past year the NC District has made significant progress in correcting the Member-
ship listings, and it would not have been as successful without the participation of the Chapter Directors and 
Membership Enhancement Coordinators throughout the year. We will continue in our efforts to make these 
reports more accurate and usable documents, and seek your support in accomplishing this goal. Also, in 
2010 the District recognized three individuals who had found the most new Members, and we will continue to 
reward the top three with a token of our appreciation for their accomplishments in recruiting. 
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 Happy St. Patrick’s Day! It’s time for wearing the “green” and everyone know 

how we feel about “green”! Hopefully we’ll have the luck of the Irish as we continue 

our trip down the yellow brick road to Wings Over the Smokies and our chance at 

District Couple of the Year. We definitely have some stiff competition in our fellow 

Chapter Couples! 

 We made our big trip the mysterious Ops meeting.  We enjoyed seeing our 

old friends and getting better acquainted with our new family. Kathy’s quote last 

month filled in just the right words, “Our family is a circle of love and strength. With every birth and every 

union the circle grows.” We were given a lot of good information, and some good challenges: Get out there 

and just have fun and everything will just fall in place. 

 We weren’t lucky enough to win the drawing at the Ops Meeting, but we were lucky enough for the 

Hickory Couple of the Year Ron and Beverly Chapman to bring it to Monroe. Luck did stay with us and we 

won the ticket for Y2 Monroe. We plan to take it to Charlotte to give it away. Who knows, maybe our luck 

will help us again! 

 We had a great showing at our February chapter gathering – 10 Chapter Couples came out. We 

thank each and every one of you! We’ll be coming your way too! 

 We are glad to see our new Chapter Directors out and doing so well. We hope they will be able to 

accompany us out visiting and hopefully others will want to come along too. We know that you all will 

when you can, and you’ll be in our thoughts when you can’t. 

 As March goes along, hopefully like a “lamb” and not a lion, this winter will fade in our memories 

as a bad one on the record books. Our green machine will be able to hit the road and chase these plaques! 

See you down the road… 

Until next month, 

Melvin & Bertie 
Your Chapter Couple 
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 Recently we have had a few questions about the beginnings of the Rocky River Wings. So, in this 

article, I’ll tell the tale, so to speak, as to the beginnings of Chapter Y2. In the spring of 2005, Kathy and I 

began discussing the idea of starting a new Chapter. We wanted to make new friends and create an at-

mosphere of fun and camaraderie amongst a group of likeminded motorcycle riding enthusiasts. After 

finishing our term on the NC District Staff as Leadership Trainers, we wanted to help to expand the influ-

ence of GWRRA in our area. We had discussions with others, including Dennis Hull, the Assistant Dis-

trict Director at the time, about the idea of starting a new Chapter in the Monroe area. During the summer 

of 2005 we began to contact GWRRA Members in the Monroe area listed in the Gold Book. We asked eve-

ryone we contacted if they would be interested in a new GWRRA Chapter in the local community. As we 

discussed the possibilities with those interested, we decided to define our Chapter as a “riding” Chapter, 

which meant we would do a lot of riding. 

 

 Our first unofficial Chapter Ride was in August of 2005 

and comprised of a group of 6 people. Kathy and I went on a dinner 

ride to Myrtle Beach with Rich- ard and Brenda Sharpe and Kevin 

and Gina Jones. Needless to say, that was a memorable trip.  I was 

riding my GL1500 and Kathy was riding her first bike, a black and 

red 750 Honda Shadow. We had a great dinner at one of the sea-

food buffets in Myrtle Beach. Richard and Brenda and Kevin and 

Gina headed back to Monroe that same night. Kathy and I decided 

to stay over and spend the night. That turned out to be a bad 

decision. We did not know that every hotel room in Myrtle Beach was 

booked up due to a major youth soccer tournament going on, 

plus all the folks making their last beach trips before the cooler fall weather set in. So, we moved on in 

search of a hotel room. It was already getting late, so we decided to head towards Carolina Beach where 

we had friends, in hopes of maybe crashing there. No luck. They had their whole family in from out of 

town staying with them, and no room for anyone else. So we started looking for a hotel room in the area. 

No luck again. All the hotels were booked due to some special event with the military. We stopped in a 

Waffle House late in the evening and the waitresses even called all the local hotels in Wilmington to try to 

find a room. Nothing. So we decided to get back on the bikes and head back northwest in hopes of find-

ing a room. We ran into brick walls everywhere we turned. We got so desperate that Kathy was willing to 

sleep poolside on lounge chairs at any hotel that would allow it. Finally, about 2:00 in the morning, we 

found a hotel room in Sampson County, in a little hole in the wall town called Clinton, NC. – 120 miles 

from Myrtle Beach. As exhausted as we were, we persevered and finally got some sleep, and headed 

home the next day. Kevin and Richard got a few laughs on us since they were at home snoozing away in 

their own beds long before we ever found a place to stay. 

 We continued to get together on a somewhat regular basis and added to our number of interested 

participants. We met Phil and Angie Adams at a motorcycle accessory shop in the Indian Trail area in the 

fall and they agreed to become part of our group.  
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The first Chapter Christmas party was at the Orr’s home and everyone mentioned above was in attendance 

except Angie. It was a small get together but it definitely was a lot of FUN! In early 2006 we were joined by 

CM & Marlene Prince and Frank & Linda Hojnacki became regular visitors. 

 As we continued to get together on a monthly basis, we petitioned the District Directors at the time, 

Willie & Judy Hunt, to help us to become an “official” GWRRA Chapter. With a lot of work from everyone 

and approvals from every level of GWRRA including the Home Office, Chapter NC-Y2 was officially char-

tered as a Chapter of GWRRA in March of 2006. At our Kick-Off gathering we had over 350 visitors in atten-

dance. We had visitors from every level of GWRRA including District, Region, and the International Leader-

ship Team in attendance. Kathy and I were sworn in as Chapter Directors and Richard and Brenda were 

sworn in as Assistant Chapter Directors. It was a great day! We were gathering at the Golden Corral in 

Monroe at the time, and we completely took over the restaurant. The 50/50 was crazy large and gave our 

chapter the seed funds we needed to get started. Many local businesses donated door prizes and there 

was fun and fellowship a plenty. If you ever get the chance to attend a Kick-Off for a chapter please make 

every attempt to attend. It was a great time had by all and really helped Chapter Y2 get off to a roaring start. 

 In the next article I will describe our first long Chapter Ride in the summer of 2006, the famous trip 

to Lake George, New York and Americade. Stay tuned for the juicy details and maybe some facts about our 

Chapter family that may surprise you! 

Ride safe, 

David Orr 
Chapter Historian 
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          3/2 David Orr 
          3/2 Mickey Deese 

Leslie Coates 

3/2  Mickey & Lori Deese       

Bertie Painther’s mother, Ella Patrick who has been moved from the hospital to a nurs-

ing facility to take care of her health needs. 

Pam Wade for continued recovery. 

Kathy Orr for continued recovery from her recent surgery, and for future good health. 

Nick Wilson, Kathy Orr’s god-son, who is serving our country in Afghanistan for the 

U.S. Marines. 

Cathy Church’s mother, Mrs. Ann Pettit, for continued good health. 

Gary & Marleen Henry’s mother, Ginger Henry for continued  recovery from a massive 

stroke.  







     V o l u m e  6 ,  I s s u e  3       w w w . r o c k y r i v e r w i n g s . c o m          M A R C H  2 0 1 1  

    

Y2 Chapter Gatherings are on the 1st Saturday of Every Month @ Spiro’s Hilltop Bistro 
1602 East Roosevelt Blvd. Monroe, NC  EAT at 9:00am  MEET at 10:00am 

Rocky River Wings’ staff reserves the right to refuse the posting of any advertising. While Chapter par-

ticipant advertising is offered free of charge, the staff reserves the right to limit the number of free adver-

tisings in each edition.  

If you have any questions or ready to advertise with Rocky River Wings, please send an email to the   

newsletter editor  at: GoldwingGary2010@gmail.com or our Chapter Directors (David & Kathy Orr) at:                     

RockyRiverWings@comporium.net 

 

 

SPACE 

AVAILABLE! 
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Director of GWRRA 
Mike & Lori Stiger 

director@gwrra.org 

International Directors: 
Rider Education 

Gene & Betty Knutson 
fop4051@gmail.com 

International Director  
Leadership Training 

Paul & Cheryl Brosher 

International Director  
Membership Enhancement 

Ed & Linda Johnson 

Region N Director 
Ed & Mary Ann Grazier 
edgrazier@comcast.net 

Region N Educators 
Kyle & Mitzela Craig 

ktcraig1@earthlink.net 

Region N Trainers 
Tommy & Pam Meador 

wingse@msn.com 

Region N 
Couple of the Year 

Evan & Cindy Pardon 
elparto@aol.com 

District Director 
Andrew & Vickie Butcher 

vbbutcher@aol.com 

Asst. District Director 
(West) 

Tom & Dina Towey 
wooddoc@cbnol.com 

District Educators 
Wayne & Elva Grant 
nc-mac@ec.rr.com 

District  
Leadership Training 
Alan & Carolyn Little 

icoyboy09@yahoo.com 




